PRESS RELEASE

(For Immediate Release)

What:
Central Montana Defense Alliance Trip to Washington, D.C. and the Pentagon
When:  
May 23, 2011 – May 26, 2011
Where:  
Washington D.C.
Who:  
Central Montana Defense Alliance leadership (CMDA):  David Weissman, Chair and John Faulkner, Executive Committee Member
Contact:
David Weissman, CMDA Chair, (406) 868-3004
CMDA sent a delegation to Washington D.C. during the week of May 23rd to meet with Montana’s congressional representatives along with the US Air Force and Air Force National Guard.  Discussions focused on identifying new missions for the Montana Air National Guard (“MANG”) to replace the F-15’s that are scheduled to move to Fresno over the next two years.
The CMDA team received briefings on the C-27J, which is the Air Force’s newest transport aircraft.  Great Falls has been announced as a preferred location for a group of four C-27J aircraft and a final discussion is expected from the Air Force over the summer.  Governor Schweitzer  expressed support for the transition to the C-27J where he cited the potential benefit to the State of Montana as a materials transport aircraft during emergencies like the recent flooding.
By itself, the C-27J mission would not generate enough jobs to support the existing MANG staffing, so CMDA has been working closely with MANG, the Air Force, and our congressional delegation to identity additional missions to supplement the MANG staff.  During the trip to DC, the CMDA delegation received briefings from the Air Force and Air Force National Guard on additional mission opportunities and the parties discussed how these potential missions would impact local jobs and MANG recruitment.  CMDA also learned that these potential missions are currently under evaluation and decisions could be made to place them in Great Falls as early as the end of summer.  Although, the specifics can not be discussed at the current time, CMDA believes that the opportunities being evaluated would be an exciting and beneficial supplementary mission for MANG.
Lastly, the CMDA delegation discussed the importance of the Intercontinental Ballistic Mission program to both Malmstrom Air Force Base and the City of Great Falls.  With the impending START treat recently signed by the President, the number of US missiles must necessarily decline; however, CMDA is seeking to ensure that Malmstrom is not disproportionately impacted with respect to the other nuclear bases.

CMDA would like to thank Senators Baucus and Tester as well as Representative Rehberg for the time and attention involved in facilitating last weeks meetings and also in helping to engage the military leadership in these discussions that are so vital for future of the City of Great Falls and its military partners, the Montana Air National Guard and Malmstrom Air Force Base.  CMDA also thanks Major General Lori Robinson, the Air Force and the Air Force National Guard for their continued investment in our community as well as for the time that they took last week to discuss our community and opportunities to further our partnership.
